Silicone synovitis.
Silicone synovitis around a broken silicone elastomer finger joint implant was first described by Aptekar et al in 1974. More recently, it has become apparent that synovitis can result from abraded particles from intact prostheses, which can cause severe damage to adjacent bones and joints. Early recognition of this complication is important because prompt removal of the implant may be necessary to arrest a progressive, destructive process.